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ROM SAF
The Radio Occultation Meteorology Satellite Application Facility (ROM SAF) is a decentralised
processing centre under EUMETSAT which is responsible for operational processing of GRAS radio
occultation (RO) data from the Metop satellites and RO data from other missions. The ROM SAF
delivers bending angle, refractivity, temperature, pressure, and humidity profiles in near-real time and
offline for NWP and climate users. The offline profiles are further processed into climate products
consisting of gridded monthly zonal means of bending angle, refractivity, temperature, humidity, and
geopotential heights together with error descriptions.
The ROM SAF also maintains the Radio Occultation Processing Package (ROPP) which contains
software modules that will aid users wishing to process, quality-control and assimilate radio occultation data from any radio occultation mission into NWP and other models.
The ROM SAF Leading Entity is the Danish Meteorological Institute (DMI), with Cooperating Entities:
i) European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) in Reading, United Kingdom,
ii) Institut D’Estudis Espacials de Catalunya (IEEC) in Barcelona, Spain, and iii) Met Office in Exeter,
United Kingdom. To get access to our products or to read more about the project please go to:
http://www.romsaf.org

Intellectual Property Rights
All intellectual property rights of the ROM SAF products belong to EUMETSAT. The use of these
products is granted to every interested user, free of charge. If you wish to use these products, EUMETSAT’s copyright credit must be shown by displaying the words "copyright (year) EUMETSAT" on
each of the products used.
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Abstract
The Feng-Yun 3D (FY-3D) satellite was launched on 14th November 2017 into a sun-synchronous
polar orbit. After considerable work the data were made available via the GTS on 11th January 2019.
Just under 500 occultations are provided each day, so the satellite represents an important component of the (Global Navigation Satellite System - Radio Occultation) GNSS-RO observing system.
Both bending angle and refractivity measurements are made available.
Overall the quality of this data is similar to that from FY-3C. However there are two issues where
the data from FY-3D is noticeably worse than that from FY-3C: a bias in setting occultations above
40km and a reduction in the number of observations below 20km. Work is being actively undertaken
at the China Meteorological Administration (CMA) to address these issues. Tests have been run to
assimilate bending angles from FY-3D into the Met Office system, but excluding setting occultations
above 40km. These demonstrate a small but statistically significant improvement from using the data.
Therefore, it is planned to include data from FY-3D into the Met Office’s operational system in early
2020.
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1 Bending angle evaluation
GNSS-RO data from the FY-3D satellite has been available via the Global Telecommunication System
(GTS) since 11th January 2019, and performance has been stable since that date. The data in this
report mainly covers the period 26th March to 26th June 2019.

1.1 Bias and standard deviation characteristics
Figure 1.1 shows the normalised difference between the bending angle observation and the background forecast from the Met Office’s operational global numerical weather prediction (NWP) model.
The mean and standard deviation are calculated as
µ=
s
σ=

1 N Oi − Bi
∑ Bi
N i=1

2

1 N Oi − Bi
∑ Bi − µ
N i=1

(1.1)

(1.2)

where Oi and Bi are the observed and background values for occultation i in the period, and there
are N occultations overall. Figure 1.1 compares the statistics of FY-3D with FY-3C and with Metop-A.
Comparing with FY-3C it appears that FY-3D has a large negative bias above 45km. The Met Office
model is believed to have negative bias in this region, so the positive bias with FY-3C is understood
to indicate that the observations are unbiased. There is also a difference in the bias for the two satellites in the troposphere, with FY-3D appearing to have a smaller bias. Both FY-3D and FY-3C have
smaller standard deviations and less bias in the troposphere than Metop-A. However, the number of
valid observations starts to reduce for FY-3D below 20km, which may indicate that it is having more
difficulty tracking signals in the troposphere than the other satellites.
FY-3D has slightly more observations than FY-3C over the three month period. This is due to
the China Meteorological Administration (CMA) using a less strict quality control procedure for this
satellite in order to allow more observations to be distributed. For FY-3C and Metop-A the number of
observations is approximately constant above 10km. For FY-3D the number of observations reduces
below 20km, and in the troposphere there are considerably fewer observations from FY-3D than for
FY-3C. This is connected with different noise performance of the individual instruments which affects
the signal tracking software (Liao Mi, personal communication).
The standard deviations are very similar for FY-3C and FY-3D. The standard deviations above 40km
are slightly larger for FY-3D than for FY-3C. Both satellites have much larger standard deviations
above 40km than Metop-A. This is to be expected since the Metop satellites have particularly low
noise in the upper stratosphere.
The difference between rising and setting occultations is shown in Figure 1.2. This clearly shows
that the large bias above 40km is due to setting occultations. This particular issue has been known for
some time by CMA and is understood to be related to local multi-path effects on the setting receiver.
Work is ongoing to address this and this author has seen experimental data with greatly improved
characteristics. It is interesting to note that both FY satellites take more setting observations than
rising - all the Metop satellites have a tendency to take more rising occultations. Standard deviations
for both rising and setting occultations are larger for FY-3D above 40km. This suggests that the bias
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Figure 1.1: The bias and standard deviation of the normalised difference between the
observation and the NWP model background forecast (O − B)/B for bending angle. (left)
Comparison with FY-3C and (right) Metop-A.

issue at these levels, which affects setting occultations only, is not related to the increase in standard
deviations, which affects rising and setting equally. Both rising and setting occultations have a lower
bias for FY-3D than FY-3C in the troposphere. The reduction in observation number below 20km
mainly affects rising occultations, although the number of setting occultations reduces slightly below
around 13km.
Figure 1.3 shows the bias and standard deviation, as Figure 1.1, but separated by different latitude
ranges. The differences between FY-3C and FY-3D mimic the overall changes noted in the earlier
figures. The one noticeable exception to this is that both satellites have a positive bias in the tropical
troposphere, relative to the Met Office model. However, the bias observed for FY-3C is larger than for
FY-3D, as was noted previously. In the extra-tropics the performance is very similar, indicating that the
difference in performance for the troposphere for the two satellites is solely arising from the tropics.
The high level bias is seen in the difference between the solid lines on each plot. However, above
55km the tropical measurements for FY-3D seem particularly biased with the mean value exceeding
10%.

1.2 Vertical correlations
When bending angle data is assimilated into the Met Office’s NWP system it is assumed that the
error in each bending angle measurement is independent of the errors in every other measurement.
Therefore we would like the vertical observation-error covariance matrix R to be diagonal, and the
vertical correlations of O − B (which corresponds to the covariance matrix B + R) to be close to diagonal, containing only the correlations from the background-error covariance matrix. Figure 1.4 shows
the vertical correlation of the normalised difference between the observation and NWP model background forecast for FY-3D, FY-3C and Metop-A. Due to the way that bending angle is calculated as
a smoothed difference between Doppler shifts, we expect a region of positive correlations near the
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Figure 1.2: Data from rising and setting occultations, comparing FY-3D with FY-3C. The
bias and standard deviation of the normalised difference between the observation and the
NWP model background forecast (O − B)/B for bending angle.

Figure 1.3: The bias and standard deviation of the normalised difference between the
observation and the NWP model background forecast (O − B)/B, separated by different
latitudes for bending angle.
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diagonal, and negative correlations at further distances.
The vertical correlation patterns for FY-3D are very similar to those for FY-3C, as might be expected.
Both show a sharp change in behaviour at around 26km, which is presumably the region where
the processing changes from using geometric optics to wave optics. There are long-range vertical
correlations towards the top of this region. Apart from this the correlation structure is similar to what
would be expected, and similar to that for Metop-A. One difference is that the correlations for FY-3D
and FY-3C have a slightly larger region of positive correlations above 26km, and a smaller region of
negative correlations away from the diagonal compared to Metop-A. This is probably a consequence
of differences in the amount of vertical smoothing that is applied to the occultations by the different
processing centres.
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Figure 1.4: Vertical correlations of normalised differences between the observation and
the NWP model background for bending angle.
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2 Refractivity assessment
Measurements of refractivity are calculated from the bending angle by CMA. Figure 2.1 shows the
mean and standard deviation of normalised differences between the observed refractivity and that
produced by the NWP model forecast. Note that due to problems with the plotting, this is for a slightly
different date than the other figures. The comparison with FY-3C shows many of the same features
that were seen for the bending angle assessment. The different (smaller in this case) bias above
40km, the increased standard deviation above 45km, the reduction in the number of observations
below 20km, and the reduced bias in the troposphere. Additionally, the refractivity shows a smaller
standard deviation for FY-3D between 25 and 40km, which is not seen for bending angles. It is not
clear why this slightly different behaviour is seen.
The vertical correlation of the difference between modelled and observed refractivity are shown in
Figure 2.2 for FY-3D, FY-3C and Metop-A. The FY satellites are very similar to each other and have
longer vertical correlations than Metop-A. This may be a consequence of different choices around
vertical smoothing in the processing by the different centres.
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Figure 2.1: The bias and standard deviation of the normalised difference between the
observation and the NWP model background forecast (O − B)/B for refractivity.
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Figure 2.2: Vertical correlations of normalised differences between the observation and
the NWP model background for refractivity.
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3 Assimilation test
In order to test the impact that adding these data would have on the operational NWP system an
assimilation test was run. This test mimics the operational system at low resolution, adding bending
angle observations from FY-3D to the data assimilation. Setting observations above 40km were excluded, given the bias noted previously. This is compared with a similar low-resolution run without the
additional observations. The test was run between 15th January and 15th April 2019 using a global
forecast model at N320 resolution (640x480 grid-points). 7-day forecasts are launched every 12h,
and these are verified against ECMWF analyses and against observations. Verification results are
shown in Figure 3.1. These show that the forecasts which include FY-3D observations have smaller
errors for many variables. The change appears to be particularly beneficial when verifying against
ECMWF analyses. There are no variables for which there is a clear degradation in performance.
When assessing forecast performance, we also consider assimilation statistics. This is the rootmean-square (RMS) difference between the forecast from the previous data assimilation cycle (6h
ago) and the observations. The change in the RMS difference to satellite sounding channels (microwave and infra-red) provides useful information on the behaviour of the assimilation with the new
observations. For this test the change in the RMS difference is generally neutral (with some channels
showing a larger RMS difference and some showing a smaller RMS).
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Figure 3.1: Verification results for a test using observations with FY-3D, compared to
a baseline system. (left) Verification against ECMWF analyses and (right) verification
against observations. The triangles show the change in the root-mean-square (RMS) error of the forecast, with green (blue) triangles indicating that the test has smaller (larger)
errors. Where the change is statistically significant the box surrounding the triangle is
shaded.
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4 Other notable features
The timeliness of the data, as received via GTS is shown in Figure 4.1. 90% of the observations are
received in 4 hours and 39 minutes, which is slightly slower than FY-3C (4 hours and 18 minutes) and
much slower than Metop-A (2 hours). The “main” run of the Met Office forecast system takes place at
around 2 hours and 40 minutes after the nominal time of the data assimilation window. Observations
which are delayed are less likely to be available in time to be used in this run. We estimate that
approximately 50% of observations from FY-3D will be used by the “main” run, compared with around
52% for FY-3C and 65% for Metop-A. The NWP also has an “update” run which is run around six
hours after the nominal time. Many more observations from all satellites are used in this assimilation.
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Figure 4.1: Time delay in receiving the occultations, as calculated from the receipt time in
the Met Office’s observations data base.
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5 Conclusion
The overall quality of the data from FY-3D is similar to that from FY-3C, as might be expected. Notable
differences are
• Setting bending angles above 40km show a negative bias, compared to other observations.
• Below 20km the number of observations reduces, particularly for rising occultations.
• The standard deviation of the observations (relative to Met Office background forecasts) is
slightly larger than for FY-3C above 45km.
• In the tropical troposphere FY-3D has a smaller bias (relative to Met Office background forecasts) than FY-3C.
• Both FY-3D and FY-3C have increased standard deviations and larger vertical correlations between 18 and 25km, relative to heights above and below this range. It is assumed that this is
related to the transition between the use of geometric optics and wave optics in the processing.
Tests using bending angle observations from FY-3D in the Met Office assimilation system have been
conducted, excluding setting occultations above 40km. These show a benefit from the introduction of
this data, and it is intended to use this data operationally in early 2020.
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